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Editorial H e re  th e re  is th e  th ird issue  of th e  Aq uaStre ss New slette r!
Th is num be r is focusing on th e  EU initiatives to face  clim ate  ch ange  and on th e  
Aq uaStre ss Gene ral Assem bly (Nafplion, Gre ece , 12-16 February, 2007).
In th e  "Project New s in brie f" colum ns seve ral activitie s carried out in th e  project 
are  de scribed.

It is largely re cognize d th at sym ptom s of 
w ate r stre ss are  link e d to q uantitative  
(w ate r scarcity, flooding) and q ualitative  
aspe cts.  It is also com m only acce pte d 
th at w ate r yields are  strictly inte rlink e d 
w ith  clim ate .  Th e  re ce nt e xace rbation of 
e ve nts lik e  long-te rm  drough ts and 
e xtre m e  h ydro-m e te orological occurre nce s 
are  som e w h at link e d to clim ate  ch ange  
and th e y are  h aving a profound im pact on 
w ate r bodie s. De veloping ade q uate  EU 
policie s be com e s of utm ost im portance  to 
support gove rnm e nts to de velop 
sustainable  policie s for m itigating 
ne gative  e ffe cts of clim ate  ch ange  on 
w ate r re source s.  During th e  last ce ntury, 
th e  ave rage  surface  air te m pe rature  
incre ase d by 0.6ºC globally and by alm ost 
1ºC in Europe .  In fact, th e  20th  ce ntury 
w as th e  w arm e st ce ntury and th e  de cade  
19 9 0-2000 w as th e  w arm e st in th e  past 
1,000 ye ars. Th e  w arm ing tre nd continue s 
into th is ce ntury. Clim ate  ch ange  h as 
m any disce rnible  im pacts, ranging from  
th e  incre ase  in te m pe rature  to rising se a 
levels as a re sult of m elting polar ice  caps 
and m ore  fre q ue nt storm s and floods. If 
no local and global actions are  tak e n 
clim ate  ch ange  m igh t cause  h igh  dam age s 
and disrupt of th e  functioning of th e  
natural e nvironm e nt, affe cting our 
e conom ie s and de stabilising socie tie s.. 
Th e  EU h as se t up se ve ral policie s to figh t 
clim ate  ch ange  and m e e t th e  Kyoto targe t 
of 8% CO2 re ductions by 2012. Th e  Kyoto 
Protocol is th e  m ain instrum e nt for 
tack ling global anth ropoge nic pre ssure  on 
atm osph e re . It aim s at re ducing 
industrialise d countrie s’ e m issions of 
gre e nh ouse  gase s of at le ast 5% below  
19 9 0 levels during th e  pe riod 2008 to 
2012.  Furth e rm ore , th e  Europe an 
Com m ission is m andate d to re pre se nt th e  

EU in inte rnational ne gotiations, k e e ping 
th e  EU at th e  fore front of inte rnational 
e fforts to tack le  clim ate  ch ange .  To 
re ach  th e  targe t re ductions outline d by 
th e  Kyoto Protocol, th e  Europe an 
Com m ission launch e d th e  Europe an 
Clim ate  Ch ange  Program m e  in March  
2000. Afte r crow ning its first Europe an 
Clim ate  Ch ange  Program m e  (ECCP) w ith  
th e  Em issions Trading Sch e m e  (ETS), th e  
Com m ission is de veloping ne w  clim ate  
ch ange  policie s for th e  pe riod afte r 2012. 
A corne rstone  of EU clim ate  ch ange  
policie s is th e  EU Em issions Trading 
Sch e m e  launch e d on 1 January 2005. EU 
gove rnm e nts h ave  se t lim its of CO2 
e m ission / ye ar for about 11,500 pow e r 
plants and e ne rgy-inte nsive  factorie s. 
Oth e r ECCP m e asure s are  aim e d at 
im proving th e  fuel-e fficie ncy of cars and 
th e  e ne rgy e fficie ncy of buildings; 
incre asing th e  use  of re ne w able  e ne rgy 
source s, such  as w ind, sun, tidal pow e r, 
biom ass and ge oth e rm al pow e r; 
advancing com bine d h e at and pow e r 
ge ne ration as th is re q uire s le ss e ne rgy; 
re ducing m e th ane  e m issions from  landfills 
and stre ngth e ning re se arch  &  
de velopm e nt. In Octobe r 2005, a ne w  
ph ase  in th e  ECCP w as launch e d to 
de velop furth e r cost-e ffe ctive  m e asure s 
to re duce  e m issions.  On an e conom y-
w ide  level, Europe an Com m ission’s 
studie s conclude  th at th e  Kyoto targe t 
can be  ach ie ve d at an annual cost of € 2.9  
to € 3.7 billion, w h ich  is le ss th an 0.1 % of 
GDP in th e  EU.  On 10 January 2006, th e  
EU puts forw ard plans for a 'unilate ral' 
20% re duction in gre e nh ouse -gas 
e m issions by 2020. Th e  ch alle nge  th e n is 
to re ach  agre e m e nt by th e  e nd of 2009  on 
a post-2012 tre aty w h ich  can lim it 
te m pe rature  incre ase  to below  2°C.   

W ate r Stre ss and Clim ate : 
Th e  EU Policy to Ch alle nge  Clim ate  Ch ange

by Claudio Bogliotti &  Anisa Be gaj
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Th e  Aq uaStre ss Proje ct Joint Asse m bly
by Dionysis Assim acopoulos

W B1 Le ade r

Th e  Se cond Aq uaStre ss Proje ct Annual 
Ge ne ral Asse m bly and Joint Asse m bly 
took  place  on th e  2nd w e e k  of Fe bruary 
2007 (Fe b 12th  – 16th ) in Nafplion, 
Gre e ce . 
A Joint W ork  Te am s W ork sh op w as also 
h eld during th e  w e e k , as w ell as parallel 
Training se ssions on th e  m odelling tools 
use d in th e  Proje ct. Th e  Aq uaStre ss 
Ge ne ral Asse m bly w as h eld on Fe bruary 
15th  2007. Th e  m ain issue s discusse d w e re  
th e  status of Te st Site s and Case  Studie s 
Activitie s, th e  2nd 
Aq uaStre ss Annual re port, 
th e  ne w  Proje ct De taile d 
Im ple m e ntation Plan (DIP), 
as w ell as th e  approval of 
th e  previous DIP and 
conce rne d budge t. Th e  
Joint W ork  Te am s 
W ork sh op aim e d at th e  
finalization of th e  
activitie s to be  unde rtak e n 
in th e  conte xt of Case  Studie s in th e  e igh t 
Aq uaStre ss Te st Site s. 
Th e  Nafplion W ork sh op discussions se t th e  
spe cific Goal, and m e ans to ach ie ve  th is, 
for e ach  of th e  e igh t Case  Studie s, base d 
on th e  ch aracte ristics of th e  e xam ine d 
re gions and on th e  alre ady e stablish e d 
Case  Study activitie s. Th is w as also th e  
first ste p tow ards Case  Study inte gration 
as a com m on targe t w as e stablish e d for 
all of th e  activitie s to be  unde rtak e n at 
e ach  Site . Th e  w ork sh op m ark e d th e  
initiation of th e  Case  Study inte gration 
ph ase , w h e re by e fforts are  be ing 
conce ntrate d on th e  inte gration of 
activitie s w ith in e ach  Case  Study tow ards 
th e  ach ie ve m e nt of th e  se t goals, as w ell 
as inte gration across Case  Studie s tow ards 
obtaining com parable  and com ple m e ntary 
re sults of Europe an policy relevance . 
Th e  2nd Aq uaStre ss Joint Asse m bly 
aim e d at a tw o-fold obje ctive ; (a) to 
provide  a “Proje ct Quality Assurance ” 
panel of e xpe rts, unde rtak ing a revie w  and 
evaluation, including re com m e ndations, of 
th e  Aq uaStre ss Proje ct proce ss as a w h ole , 

using th e  EC e valuation q ue stionnaire s; 
and (b) to e valuate  th e  Public 
Participation proce sse s w ith in Aq uaStre ss, 
providing an asse ssm e nt of Re gional 
ne e ds: 
•  Introducing Public Participation in th e  
fram e w ork  of th e  W ate r Fram e w ork  
Dire ctive , and th e  Aq uaStre ss Inte grate d 
Proje ct,
•  De te rm ining th e  Re gional Expe rie nce s 
and ne e ds on Public Participation w ith in 
th e  fram e w ork  of th e  proje ct and in 

relation to th e  W FD,
•  Defining th e  AquaStre ss 
Re sponse  to th e  specified 
regional ne eds.
Overall, th e  2nd Joint 
Assem bly se ssions h igh ligh ted 
th e  follow ing issue s: 
•  Significant progre ss w as 
m ade  during th e  2nd ye ar 
of th e  Aq uaStre ss proje ct 
im ple m e ntation tow ards 

ach ie ving th e  proje ct goals and in 
relation to th e  public participation 
proce sse s;
•  H om oge nise d public participation 
proce sse s h ave  be e n follow e d in th e  Te st 
Site s, and inte grate d approach e s and 
syne rgie s be tw e e n stak e h olde rs and 
proje ct e xpe rts are  prom ote d; Tools for 
public participation h ave  be e n de velope d 
and th e  re gional partne rs w ill re ce ive  
training and support in using th e se  tools;
• Th e  proje ct partne rs are  com m itte d to 
e nsure  th at Case  Studie s are  not only of 
re gional inte re st and significance  but also 
h ave  E.U. relevance ; furth e rm ore , 
inte gration m ust be  prom ote d both  w ith in 
and am ong Case  Studie s to ach ie ve  th is;
• Th e  th e m atic of th e  3rd Joint Asse m bly 
w ill focus on th e  use  of th e  tools for 
public participation and for th e  
e valuation of re sults, and im ple m e ntation 
e xpe rie nce s tow ards th e  ide ntification of 
th e  E.U. relevance  of Case  Studie s w ith  
spe cial e m ph asis on th e  inte gration 
w ith in and am ong Case  Studie s.

Focus on...

Nafplion, 12 February 2007
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“I neve r th ough t of w om en as 
stak e h olde rs. Th e y w e re  w ith out sex. I 
w ill now  be  m ore  precise. Men w h o are  
good sh ould stay, but w om en ne ed to be  
included. I am  now  m uch  m ore  aw are  – 
and th is is just a beginning” (Com m e nt 
by participant)
During th e  days 7-8 Nove m be r 2006 th e  
training se m inar “Se tting Up Strate gie s 
for Stre ngth e ning Ge nde r Inte gration in 
W ate r Manage m e nt” w as succe ssfully 
carrie d out in Katow ice , Sile sia Re gion, 
Poland. Th e  se m inar fell w ith in th e  
fram e w ork  of th e  Prze m sza Case  Study, 
Poland, and w as pre pare d, im ple m e nte d 
and follow e d up by W P6.3/W B6: 
H ydrodata (H YD), CIH EAM and CIH EAM’s 
EU GEW AMED Ge nde r Proje ct 
(“Mainstre am ing Ge nde r Dim e nsions Into 
W ate r Re source s De velopm e nt and 
Manage m e nt in th e  Me dite rrane an 
Re gion”) and th e  Cracow  Unive rsity of 
Te ch nology (CUT). Te ch nical support and 
consultancy w e re  provide d by GW A 
(Ge nde r W ate r Alliance ).

During th e  2 days’ se m inar and round-
table  23 significant actors and 
stak e h olde rs w e re  give n an 
unde rstanding of ge nde r aspe cts in w ate r 
m anage m e nt, in th is w ay e nabling th e  
participants to strate gise  and prom ote  
th e  inte gration of ge nde r in w ate r 
m anage m e nt for m ore  e fficie ncy, 
e ffe ctive ne ss, e q uity and sustainability, 
e spe cially in th e  Sile sia Re gion and th e  
Prze m sza Te st Site . Topics cove re d and 
discusse d: pre se nt practice  of ge nde r 
m ainstre am ing; national initiative s and 
re gional proje cts on ge nde r in Poland; 
ge nde r policy and re gulatory fram e w ork  
in Poland;  crite ria and indicators to 
asse ss ge nde r inte gration; ove rvie w  and 
state  of th e  art of ge nde r inte gration in 
w ate r m anage m e nt in th e  various w ate r 
se ctors; curre nt constraints and options 
in ge nde r and w ate r m anage m e nt; 
analysis and e valuation of past 

e xpe rie nce s and good practice ; social, 
e conom ic, institutional, e nvironm e ntal 
conce rns link e d to ge nde r in w ate r 
m anage m e nt; th e  GEW AMED proje ct: an 
EU Euro-Me dite rrane an initiative  to 
stre ngth e n ge nde r ne tw ork s at national 
and re gional scale ; Ge nde r and W ate r 
Alliance  (GW A), a global ne tw ork  for 
m ainstre am ing ge nde r in IW RM. A te am  
of fore ign and Polish  traine rs and 
facilitators guide d th e  e ve nt: Ms Ce cilia 
Mosca, Se nior e ngine e r, H ydrodata 
S.p.A.; Mr Juan Antonio Sagardoy, Proje ct 
Manage r of CIH EAM-IAMB EU Proje ct 
GEW AMED; Ms Jok e  Muylw ijk , Exe cutive  
Dire ctor, Ge nde r and W ate r Alliance  
(GW A); Ms Elzbie ta Druzynsk a, Profe ssor 
of Institute  for W ate r Engine e ring and 
W ate r Manage m e nt, Polite ch nik a 
Krak ow sk a and Aq uaStre ss EU Proje ct 
Manage r for Poland; Ms Dorota 
Stasik ow sk a-W ozniak , Form e r Ge nde r 
Advisor for th e  Polish  Gove rnm e nt, 
ch airw om an of th e  “Sile sian Ce nte r for 
Eq ual Opportunitie s” and th e  Program m ing 
Policy of TVP Katow ice , ch airw om an of 
National Th e m atic Ne tw ork  in EQUAL (EU 
Program m e ); Ms Malgorzata Tk acz-Janik , 
Te ach e r, fre e  lance r journalist, politician, 
pe rform e r and m ode rator of political 
de bate s, co-pre side nt of Z ieloni 2004 (th is 
party is m e m be r of Gre e ns-Europe an Fre e  
Alliance ); Ms Anna Adam us-Matuszynsk a, 
Sociologist, Unive rsity of Katow ice ; Ms 
Kasia Ponik ow sk a,  Assistant, Profe ssor in 
th e  Faculty of Sociology, Unive rsity of 
Sile sia. A num be r of Focus Pape rs, 
pre se ntations and te ch nical docum e nts 
w e re  pre pare d in English  and Polish  for 
th e  se m inar. 

For furth e r inform ation: 
Ms Ce cilia Mosca, H ydrodata. 
Em ail: m osca@ h ydrodata.it 
Ms Elzbie ta Druzynsk a, University of Cracow. 
Em ail: elzbie ta.druzynsk a@ iigw.pl

Proje ct ne w s in brie f

Training Se m inar “Se tting Up Strate gie s for Stre ngth e ning 
Ge nde r Inte gration in W ate r Manage m e nt”

by Dorth e  Nielse n
H ydrodata

Participants to lecture s

Th e  inte rnational team  of traine rs
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Training Se m inar "Minim um  Vital Flow. Te ch nical Aspe cts 
and Translation into Re gulatory Fram e w ork "

by Ire ne  Dal Col
H ydrodata

During th e  days 22-23 Nove m be r 2006 a 
com bine d training se m inar "Minim um  Vital 
Flow. Te ch nical Aspe cts and Translation 
into Re gulatory Fram e w ork " and w ork sh op 
“Th e  Sustainable  Application of th e  
Minim um  Vital Flow  Conce pt” w e re  
carrie d out in Cagliari, Italy. Th e  activitie s 
fell w ith in th e  fram e w ork  of th e  
Flum e ndosa Case  Study, Italy, and w e re  
pre pare d, im ple m e nte d and follow e d up 
by W P6.1 &  W P6.3/W B6: H ydrodata 
(H YD), CIH EAM-IAMB and H ydrocontrol 
(H YC). Th e  training course  "Minim um  Vital 
Flow. Te ch nical Aspe cts and Translation 
into Re gulatory Fram e w ork " aim e d at 
providing w ate r m anage rs and 
profe ssionals in th e  w ate r se ctor in ge ne ral 
in th e  Flum e ndosa te st site  w ith  k now le dge  
of th e  te ch nical tools and m e th odologie s of 
th e  conce pts of Minim um  Flow  as w ell as 
e nabling th e  participants to apply th e se  
tools on practical, re al-life  proje cts. Th e  
obje ctive  of th e  joine d w ork sh op "Th e  
Sustainable  Application of th e  Minim um  
Vital Flow  Conce pt” w as th e  disse m ination 
of th e  conce pt of MVF and its role  in 
sustainable  developm e nt tow ards th e  
w ide r public and civil socie ty. More  th an 40 
significant actors and stak e h olde rs 
participate d and contribute d to th e  
training course  and w ork sh op w h ich  w e re  
coordinate d by a te am  of  traine rs and 
facilitators: 
- Mr Mich ele  Buffo, H e ad of De partm e nt 
for Applie d Re se arch , H ydrodata S.p.A.;
- Ms Ire ne  Dal Col, e ngine e r, De partm e nt 
for Consultancy, H ydrodata S.p.A.; 
- Mr Claudio Bogliotti, Se nior Inte rnational 
Consultant, CIH EAM-IAMB; 
- Mr Gae tano Ladisa, Re se arch e r, CIH EAM-
IAMB.
Th e  training course , w h ich  consiste d of a 
com bination of le cture s and practical 
e xe rcise s, cove re d th e  topics: PTA Sardinia 
analysis and com parison w ith  local 
re gulatory fram e w ork  and Europe an and 
national e xpe rie nce s; de finition of 
ope rative  rule s; evaluation of MVF th rough  
e xpe rim e ntal m e th ods, h ydro-biologic 

m e th ods (m icro-h abitat m e th od, base d on 
e m pirical obse rvations) and application of 
m odelling; m anage m e nt of m inim um  flow ; 
w h at h appe ns if rule  value s are  supe rior 
th an available  natural flow  (structure  and 
fle xibility of rule s, com pe nsative  aspe cts); 
m onitoring, control and disse m ination of 
m e asure d value s. Main conclusion for 
future  actions w as th at a fle xible  local 
MVF re gulation sh ould be  elaborate d upon 
inte grating th e  actions provide d for by th e  
Manage m e nt Plan in orde r to re ach  ce rtain 
obje ctive s on a basin scale  and possibly be  
subje ct to th e  H ydrograph ical District 
re gulation w ith  th e  aim  of ge tting aligne d 
w ith  th e  Europe an standards. In th is w ay, 
th e  e xpe rim e ntal approach  to MVF 
evaluation w ill be  closely inte grate d w ith  
th e  m onitoring sch e m e  provide d for by th e  
Le gislative  De cre e  no. 152/06 and in line  
w ith  th e  Europe an Dire ctive  indications. 
An ove rall innovative  re sult w as th e  
provision of – and approval by th e  local 
stak e h olde rs – a practical ch e ck -list and 
guideline s develope d by H ydrodata of a 
ste p-by-ste p proce dure  to im ple m e nt th e  
MVF application, e ntitle d “Minim um  Vital 
Flow  Approach  Em pow e rm e nt in Sardinia”. 

For furth e r inform ation: 
Ms Ce cilia Mosca, H ydrodata. 
Em ail: m osca@ h ydrodata.it 
Mr Claudio Bogliotti, CIH EAM-IAMB. 
Em ail: bogliotti@ iam b.it
Mr Gae tano Ladisa, CIH EAM-IAMB.
Em ail: ladisa@ iam b.it
Ms Ste fania Z accolo, H ydrocontrol. 
Em ail: ste fania.zaccolo@ h ydrocontrol.com

Mr Buffo, Ms Dal Col and Ms Z accolo
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2nd Inte rnational W ork sh op “Th e  Sustainable  Application 
of th e  Minim um  Vital Flow  Conce pt” 

by Gae tano Ladisa
CIH EAM-IAMB

Th e  2nd  W ork sh op and Training w as 
re alise d in continuation of tw o 
stak e h olde rs’ m e e tings h eld in Cagliari 
(Italy) in April and June  2006. A tw o-day 
e ve nt w as organize d unde r th e  pre m ise s 
of H ydrocontrol in Cagliari to face  th e  
th e m e  of Minim um  Vital Flow  (MVF) th at 
h as be e n prioritize d from  th e  proje ct SH s 
involve d in w ate r m anage m e nt in th e  te st 
site  of Flum e ndosa basin (Sardinia).
Th e  obje ctive s of th e  Training panel and 
W ork sh op w e re :
• To de e pe n k now le dge  on th e  MVF 
re gulatory fram e , its e valuation according 
to diffe re nt m e th odologie s, th e  
m onitoring, control and sh aring of 
m e asure d value s
• To focus th e  possible  application at local-
scale
• To colle ct sugge stions to im prove  
re gulation on MVF 
• To discuss w ith  stak e h olde rs th e  ne xt 
possible  activitie s on MVF
In th e  afte rnoon of Nove m be r 22nd, 
2006, a w ork sh op w as arrange d unde r 
W P6.1, spe cifically inte nde d to involve  
and to se nsibilize  non te ch nical pe ople , 
policy and de cision m ak e rs. Th e  w ork sh op 
w as h eld and conducte d by CIH EAM-IAMB, 
th rough  th e  coordination of th e  organizing 
com m itte e ; w ork ing groups de bate s and 
ple nary se ssions w e re  conducte d by C. 
Bogliotti and G. Ladisa, as m ode rators, 
facilitators and e xpe rts in social and 
e cological proble m s. I. Dal Col and M. 
Buffo, H ydrodata, participate d as MVF 
te ch nical re source  pe rsons unde r th is 
W P6.1 w ork sh op. 

Th e  aim  of th e  w ork sh op w as to e xte nd 
th e  discussion on MVF and its 
sustainability relevance , involving 
de cision m ak e rs, profe ssionals in th e  
w ate r se ctor, and all th e  pe ople  
inte re ste d in sustainable  w ate r use  and in 
natural e nvironm e nt prote ction. Th e  
stak e h olde rs w h o atte nde d th e  w ork sh op 
w e re : Sardinia Re gion, Public W ork s 
Re gional De partm e nt, ARPAS – Sardinian 
Re gional Age ncy for W ate r Prote ction,  EAF – 
Autonom ous Body of Flum e ndosa basin 
m anage m e nt, ERSAT – Re gional Body for 
developm e nt and te ch nical assistance  in 
agriculture , CSBM – South  Sardinia Irrigation 
Consortium , H ydrograph ic Se rvice , Civil 
Engine e ring Office , Unive rsity of Cagliari 
and obviously, H ydrocontrol. Social, 
e conom ic, e nvironm e ntal, institutional and 
te ch nological issue s for th e  m ain ge ne ral 
dom ains of Minim um  Vital Flow  w e re  
ide ntifie d. During sm all w ork ing groups, and 
th e n in plenary se ssion, pe ople  w e re  ask e d 
to give  sugge stions to link  MVF ite m s 
(Dom e stic use , Agricultural use , Industrial 
use , Rive r functions and H abitat 
conse rvation) w ith   sustainability 
dim e nsions (Environm e ntal, Econom ic, 
Social and Institutional), filling in th e  
“Sustainability Dim e nsions Matrix”. Th e  
pre se nce  of stak e h olde rs w ith  diffe re nt 
te ch nical and scie ntific back ground such  
as of Public Adm inistrations and W ate r 
Manage m e nt Auth ority re pre se ntative s, 
contribute d to e nrich  th e  de bate  both  
inside  th e  groups as in th e  ple nary 
se ssion. Th e  de bate  sh ow e d th at 
Minim um  Vital Flow  could be  conside re d, 
in its full significance , as a typical 
sustainability issue ; it provide d e vide nce  
th at e nvironm e ntal, social and e conom ic 
approach e s sh ould be  inte grate d w ith in 
th e  le gislation fram e w ork  for a full 
sustainable  m anage m e nt of w ate r 
re source s at a district as w e ll as at a 
local scale .
Th e  re sults w ill soon be  com m unicate d 
to all AQS Stak e h olde rs for furth e r action 
and inte gration into th e  Case  Study.

W ork ing group repre sentative  sh ow s th e  re sults
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Th e  Aq uaStre ss Inte grate d Proje ct at “Th e  Ecological Island: 
2nd Fair on Re cycling and Sustainability on Sardinia”  

by Ste fania Z accolo
H ydrocontrol

Th e  Ecological Island (“L’Isola Ecologica”) 
is a 4-ye ar proje ct w h ich  aim s to cre ate  
e ach  ye ar an opportunity to com pare  and 
ve rify th e  activitie s by local 
adm inistration and oth e r actors w h ich  
ope rate  in th e  e nvironm e ntal field at 
diffe re nt levels. 
Th e  obje ctive  of th is e ve nt is to build a 
political approach  m ore  re spe ctful of  th e  
e nvironm e nt and to re ason toge th e r about 
w h at and h ow  th ings are  carrie d out in 
Sardinia. Th e  participation of Aq uaStre ss 
proje ct to th e  “Ecological Island” h ad th e  
aim  to se nsitise  visitors and stude nts 
(starting 7 to 18 ye ars) on th e  im portance  
of a be tte r m anage m e nt of w ate r 
re source s, e spe cially in th ose  re gions, lik e  
Sardinia, w h e re  th e  availability of w ate r 
can be com e  inade q uate  and/or not 
sufficie nt.

In Cagliari trade  fair (24-25 Nove m be r 
2006) a de sk  for Aq uaStre ss proje ct w as 
se t as an inform ation point, and le afle ts 
pre pare d on th is purpose  w e re  distribute d 
as w ell.
More ove r som e  laboratorie s for stude nts 
w e re  ach ie ve d de aling w ith :
-Relationsh ip be tw e e n h um an activitie s 
and w ate r re source s;
-W ate r stre ss and w ate r scarcity;
-W ate r saving;
-W ate r for e nvironm e ntal purpose s 
(Minim um  Vital Flow  in th e  rive rs).  
More  th an 165 stude nts com ing from  
prim ary and se condary sch ool w e re  
involve d. Th e  answ e r from  th e m  w as 
re ally succe ssful sh ow ing a h igh  aw are ne ss 
of th e  im portance  of th e  subje ct discusse d.
Th e  Aq uaStre ss partne rs involve d  w e re : 

-Me dite rrane an Agronom ic Institute  - Bari;
-H ydrodata SpA - Turin;
-H ydrocontrol – Re se arch  and Training 
Ce ntre  for W ate r Syste m  Control – Cagliari.

Th e  ne xt m e e ting w ith in th is cycle  of 
e ve nts w ill be  arrange d in Nove m be r 
2007;  th e  ite m  w ill be  “W ate r”. Th us it is 
im portant to be  th e re  to sh ow  w h at th e  
Aq uaStre ss proje ct is carrying out in th e  
Sardinian te st site .

For furth e r inform ation re garding th e  2nd 
W ork sh op and th e  disse m ination activity 
in Sardinia:
Mr Claudio Bogliotti, CIH EAM-IAMB. 
Em ail: bogliotti@ iam b.it 
Mr Gae tano Ladisa, CIH EAM-IAMB
Em ail: ladisa@ iam b.it 
Ms Ste fania Z accolo, H ydrocontrol. 
Em ail: ste fania.zaccolo@ h ydrocontrol.com

Ms Z accolo and Ms Dal Col at th e  AQS de sk

Lecture  for prim ary sch ool ch ildren

Lecture  for secondary sch ool boys
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Training Se m inar: “De cision Support Syste m  for 
Inte grate d W ate r Re source s Manage m e nt (IW RM)”

by Ce cilia Mosca
H ydrodata

“Th is course  w as ve ry inte re sting for m e  – 
as a future  w ork e r in th e  w ate r sector of 
course  – but also for m e  as a citizen”. 
(Com m e nts by traine e s).

During th e  days 22-24 May 2007 a 
training se m inar “De cision Support Syste m  
for Inte grate d W ate r Re source s 
Manage m e nt (IW RM)” took  place  in 
Osie czany, Poland. Th e  training se m inar 
w as organise d, and im ple m e nte d in 
coope ration, by Aq uaStre ss W P6.3/W B6 
partne rs (H ydrodata and Alte rra), Cracow  
Unive rsity of Te ch nology (CUT) and a 
num be r of significant re se arch e rs from  
AGH  Unive rsity of Scie nce  and Te ch nology, 
Krak ów , and th e  Ce ntral Mining Institute , 
Katow ice . Th e  training fell w ith in th e  
fram e w ork  of th e  case  study in Prze m sza 
te st site , Poland. Th e  course  w as 
atte nde d by 24 m ature , 4th  ye ar stude nts 
all sele cte d on th e  basis of th e ir 
profe ssional am bitions of obtaining future  
role s as m ode rn w ate r m anage rs in th e  
Sile sia Re gion. Th e  w ould-be , ne w  
ge ne ration of w ate r m anage rs and 
profe ssionals cam e  from  th e  Te ch nical 
Unive rsity of Cracow , th e  Unive rsity of 
Sile sia (Faculty of  Social Scie nce s) and 
th e  Acade m y of Econom y, Katow ice . Th e  
th re e  days’ e ve nt, w h ich  com bine d 
inte ractive  le cture s, w ork ing groups and 
ple nary participatory se ssions, cove re d 
th e  topics: De cision Mak ing in W ate r 
Manage m e nt; th e  De cision Mak ing 
Proce ss: Gam e  Th e ory and Its Application 
in De cision Mak ing; Num e rical m odels for 
DSS; Use  and developm e nt of Inte grate d 
Solution Support Syste m s; Public 
Participation in W ate r Manage m e nt – 
Polish  conditions; Engine e ring and Ecology 
– H ow  to Solve  A Conflict; Econom ic 
Evaluation of Environm e nt; Know le dge  
Transfe r and Participation Tools: ”Splash ” -
Gam e  for Inte grate d W ate r Manage m e nt 
at Basin Level; Use  and De velopm e nt of 
Inte grate d Solution Support Syste m s: th e  
“i3S” in th e  Aq uaStre ss proje ct; 
Inte rnational Proje cts -  DSS Expe rie nce s. 

A te am  of fore ign and Polish  traine rs and 
facilitators guide d th e  e ve nt. Prior to th e  
training a num be r of Focus Pape rs, 
pre se ntations and te ch nical docum e nts 
w e re  pre pare d in English  and Polish  for 
th e  se m inar. All participants re ce ive d th e  
opportunity to play th e  Splash  gam e , 
w h ich  th e y found m ost inte re sting and 
relevant. Th e  3 days w e re  ch aracte rize d 
by e xcelle nt de bate s w ith  an e xtre m ely 
h igh  level of inte raction. Am ongst oth e rs, 
all stude nts w e re  give n th e  task  of 
pre paring role  gam e s in w h ich  th e y 
playe d th e  role s of stak e h olde rs 
discussing th e  m ost urge nt w ate r-relate d 
proble m s in th e ir re gion. Th e  conclusions 
w e re  pre se nte d to th e  panel of e xpe rts, 
traine rs and facilitators and discusse d and 
prioritize d. Am ongst m ain conclusions 
w e re : th e  ne e d to incre ase  m anage m e nt 
and strate gic planning sk ills; ne ce ssity for 
h igh e r prioritization of w ate r q uality; 
incre ase d focus on acce ssibility of w ate r 
for re cre ation ne e ds. 

“Now  I realise  th at th e re  are  a lot of 
problem s w ith  our w ate r e specially in 
Poland and in m y region. Th e  course  h as 
h elped m e  to unde rstand th at w e  can’t 
forget about it, w e  m ust tak e  care  about 
it, not only during flood, but also eve ry 
day protect our w ate r and try to clean all 
rive rs, lak e s w h ich  ne ed it”. 
(Com m e nts by traine e s)

For furth e r inform ation:
Ms Elzbieta Druzynsk a, Politech nik a 
Krak ow sk a (Cracow  Unive rsity of Tech nology). 
Em ail: elzbie ta.druzynsk a@ iigw.pl
Ms Ce cilia Mosca, H ydrodata S.p.A. 
Em ail: m osca@ h ydrodata.it

W ork ing group activitie s
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Training for Sum m e r Sch ool Traine rs
By Anna Balzarini

ID Consulting

Th e  Lim assol’s Sum m e r Sch ool organisation is ongoing. Th e  e ve nt w ill be  im ple m e nte d 
from  2-5 July in Episk opi, w h ich  is a com m unity locate d inside  th e  Lim assol district.
Th e  stude nts participating at th e  sum m e r sch ool com e  from  th re e  diffe re nt institute s of 
Lim assol district. Th e  age  of th e  stude nts is com prise d be tw e e n 13-14 ye ars. Th e re fore  
for a be tte r k now le dge  transfe r it w as de cide d to h ave  th e  course s in Gre e k , and to train 
local te ach e rs follow ing th e  sum m e r sch ool structure  of Aq uaStre ss Proje ct. Th e  training 
w as also a good opportunity to re fine  som e  course  conte nt, and to organise  logistic 
aspe cts of th e  sch ool, such  as tim e table , and e xtra activitie s to be  done  afte r-h ours w ith  
th e  stude nts, w h ich  w ill h ave  accom m odation in Episk opiana H otel w ith  se ve ral sport 
facilitie s. Th e  Training for Sum m e r Sch ool traine rs w as carrie d out in tw o days training in 
Nicosia, 17-18 May 2007. During th e  training 10 pe rsons w e re  involve d, 2 traine rs (A. 
Balzarini – IDC; G. Ladisa – CIH EAM-IAMB) and 8 traine d follow ing th e  age nda available  on 
th e  Aq uaStre ss w e b site .

Secondary Sch ool in Episk opi Cyprus Te st Site

i3S - First prototype  of th e  Inte grate d Solution Support Syste m  
of th e  Aq uaStre ss proje ct

By Mich iel Blind 
W B4 Le ade r

During th re e  te ch nical m e e tings (April, March  and June  2007) th e  te ch nical partne rs of 
W B4 h ave  be e n w ork ing inte nsively on th e  pre paration of a first prototype  of th e  
Inte grate d Solution Support Syste m  of th e  Aq uaStre ss proje ct. It is calle d: i3S (say; i-
triple -S). Th e  i3S w ill be  a w e b base d application th at h elps you to find and to link  
Aq uaStre ss data, inform ation and softw are  tools. During a W B4 m e e ting on June  6, W B4 
m e m be rs w ill discuss th e  prototype  rele ase  inte rnally, and h ope fully w e  w ill de cide  to 
publish  it in th e  m onth  of June  (in agre e m e nt w ith  proje ct partne rs). W e  w ill try to m ak e  
th e  prototype  acce ssible  th rough  th e  Aq uaStre ss w e bsite , so ple ase  ch e ck  com ing m onth  
th e  w e b site  for a link  to i3S. W e  are  inte re ste d in your fe e dback  on th e  i3S. Your 
sugge stions for functionality and conte nt are  k indly re q ue ste d. Also th e  contributions of 
W B2 and W B4 partne rs (indicators and w ate r stre ss options) are  e sse ntial to th e  syste m , 
as th e m atic data from  th e  various case  study are as. W ith  your contributions and fe e dback  
w e  w ill develop th e  i3S prototype  tow ards a final Aq uaStre ss rele ase .

For m ore  inform ation contact:
C.J. (Ke e s) de  Z e e uw  MSc
Ce ntrum  voor Ge o-Inform atie
Alte rra - W age ninge n UR
P.O. Box 47, 6700 AA W age ninge n - th e  Ne th e rlands
Tel: + 31 317 47469 8    
Em ail: Ke e s.de ze e uw @ w ur.nl

A m om ent of th e  m e eting
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Upcom ing Eve nts

Training &  Round-Table  “Irrigation Manage m e nt, Re cycle d W ate r Use  and 
Groundw ate r Manage m e nt in Cyprus” , Nicosia, Cyprus, 19 –21 June  2007. 

During th e  days 19 -21 June  2007 a 3 days’ training se m inar &  round-table  on “Irrigation 
Manage m e nt, Re cycle d W ate r Use  and Groundw ate r Manage m e nt in Cyprus” w ill tak e  
place  in Nicosia, Cyprus. Th e  training se m inar is organise d, and im ple m e nte d in 
collaboration, by Aq uaStre ss W P6.3/W B6 partne rs (H ydrodata, CIH EAM-IAMB, CNR.IRSA, 
RW TH ), Ae olik i Foundation, Cyprus (AF) and a num be r of significant stak e h olde rs from  
th e  Cyprus w ate r se ctor. Th e  training falls w ith in th e  fram e w ork  of th e  case  study in 
Lim assol te st site , Cyprus. Th e  course  aim s to incre ase  sk ills and capacity building w ith  
re spe ct to groundw ate r proble m s, rational irrigation practice s and w ate r saving options, 
com pe titive  use  of w aste  re source s and  safe  use  of re claim e d w ate r in agriculture . 
Spe cial atte ntion w ill be  paid tow ards cate ring for th e  ne e ds of m e diators, facilitators 
and traine rs th at fre q ue ntly addre ss and train th e  stak e h olde rs in various conte xts. 
Th re e  spe cific training m odule s – e ach  of 1 day’s duration - h ave  be e n de signe d in such  
a w ay th at inte re ste d partie s can ch oose  to follow  th e  se m inar days individually (e ith e r 
Day 1, Day 2 or Day 3)  or th e  total training se m inar of 3 days (Day 1 +  Day 2 +  Day 3).

Th e  3 days w ill cove r th e  follow ing m ain th e m e s:
•  m anage m e nt of irrigate d w ate rs, sustainable  use  of w ate r in agriculture , rational 
irrigation practice s, w ate r saving in th e  Me dite rrane an (transfe r of k now le dge  from  
oth e r proje cts lik e  W ASAMED or oth e r countrie s’ e xpe rie nce ), w ate r q uality and w ate r 
conse rvation; 
•  groundw ate r m anage m e nt in coastal are as;
•  use  of tre ate d w aste  w ate r in agriculture  and groundw ate r sanitation, q uality of 
tre ate d final w ate r, risk s analysis, e conom ic dim e nsion. Be st practice s and inte rnational 
e xpe rie nce s.

Each  issue  w ill aim  to inte grate  crite ria of sustainability and gove rnance  in w ate r 
m anage m e nt tak ing into account both  local culture  and Europe an dim e nsion.

For com ple te  training program m e  ple ase  consult th e  Aq uaStre ss w e bsite

3°Salone  de l Riciclo e  de lla Sarde gna Soste nibile , Cagliari, Italy, Nove m be r 2007

Th e  obje ctive  of th is e ve nt is to build a political approach  m ore  re spe ctful for  th e  
e nvironm e nt and to prom ote  discussion and dialogue  on th e  e nvironm e ntal situation in 
Sardinia.
Follow ing th e  re sults of th e  tw o pre vious e ditions, th e  3rd Fair on Re -cycling and 
Sustainability on Sardinia calle d “L’Isola Ecologica” w ill be  h eld in Nove m be r 2007 (th e  
date  is not ye t fixe d) in Cagliari (Sardinia - Italy) in th e  fram e  of a 4-ye ars cycle  of 
e ve nts on th e  issue s of re -cycling, re ne w able  e ne rgie s, w ate r and sustainable  
de velopm e nt in th e  island. Afte r th e  2005 and 2006 e dition, re spe ctively de dicate d to 
“Earth ” and “Fire ” (inte nde d as e ne rgy), ne xt e dition w ill be  de dicate d to “W ate r”. 
During th e  3-days e ve nt, se m inars and confe re nce s on w ate r issue s w ill be  h eld in orde r 
to prom ote  an ope n discussion at national and inte rnational level; m ore ove r 
inform ation and disse m ination activitie s on w ate r saving and clim atic ch ange s w ill be  
carrie d out. 
Th is it is im portant to be  th e re  to sh ow  w h at th e  Aq uaStre ss proje ct is carrying out for 
e xam ple  to prom ote  th e  activitie s de velope d in th e  Sardinian te st site .

For m ore  inform ation contact:
Fair Se cre tariat
L’Isola Ecologica
Scripta Mane nt Com unicazione  Visiva
Via Pascoli 4 09  128 Cagliari, Italy
Mail: info@lisolae cologica.it
W e bsite : h ttp://w w w.lisolae cologica.it/
Ph one : + 39  070 4521117 Fax + 39  070 4521408
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3rd Sum m e r Sch ool of Aq uaStre ss Proje ct, Episk opi, Cyprus,  2 – 5 July 2007

Four days sch ooling w ith  th e  support of local traine rs profe ssionally form e d by 
inte rnational w ate r e xpe rts and scie ntists for 60 stude nts of first grade  se condary 
sch ool. Th e  sch ool conte nt is organise d in four daily th e m e s and th re e  e nte rtaining 
e ve nings w ith  m ovie  focusse d on e nvironm e ntal aspe cts and w ate r gam e s.

TH E 4 TH EMES
W ate r conce pt day: Stre ngth e ning th e  w ate r k now le dge  in all its aspe ct, ch e m ical, 
e nvironm e ntal and use s.
Te st site  day: Obse rvation of Kouris dam , de salinization plant and de e pe ning inside  th e  
local proble m s by visiting farm .
Aq uaStre ss day: De finition of th e  w ate r stre ss and de e pe ning inside  diffe re nt aspe cts of 
ph ysical and h um an inte ractions in w ate r stre ss.
Introduction to th e  Case  Study of Cyprus, its options and solutions.
Sustainable  m anage m e nt day: Sustainability and sustainable  m anage m e nt of w ate r 
stre ss.
Disse m ination and contribution to th e  w ate r saving 

SCH OOL OBJECTIVES
-To grow  up th e  conce pt th at w ate r is e sse ntial and one  of th e  m ost im portant 
conside rations in any sustainable  socie ty
-To cre ate  k now le dge  on w ate r stre ss, w ate r scarcity and w ate r q uality.
-To de scribe  th e  proje ct Aq uaStre ss, th e  Cyprus case  study, its options and solutions. 
-To im prove  aw are ne ss on w ate r stre ss, sustainability and sustainable  w ate r 
m anage m e nt.
-To cre ate  k now le dge  on local conditions about w ate r availability, q uality and 
distribution
To sh ow  h ow  to inte ract e ach  w ith  th e  oth e r w h e n approach ing w ate r stre ss.

For m ore  inform ation contact:
ID Consulting - Brusse ls
Anna Balzarini
Mail: a.balzarini@ idconsulting.be  
Ph one : + 32.2.743.84.9 0 (off.) + 32.485.17.26.37 (m ob.)

Europe an Re se arch  Input to Rive r Basin Manage m e nt Final H arm oni-CA Confe re nce
25th  – 27th  Se pte m be r 2007, Brusse ls, Be lgium

Th e  ch alle nge s facing today’s rive r basin m anage rs – se e k ing to im ple m e nt th e  Europe an 
W ate r Fram e w ork  Dire ctive  (W FD) - re q uire  just-in-tim e  inform ation and m anage m e nt 
tools. Europe an funde d re se arch  proje cts h ave  produce d a w ide  range  of docum e nts, 
guideline  and com pute r base d tools, th at are  relevant for w ate r m anage rs se e k ing to 
e stablish  th e  h igh e st q uality m anage m e nt plans base d on th e  be st available  k now le dge  
in Europe .  

At th is confe re nce , w ate r m anage rs and th e ir supporting te ch nical staff w ill be  
inform e d about docum e nts, guideline s and tools originating from  Europe an re se arch , 
and h ow  th e se  are  available  for dire ct use  in th e ir actual situation. Se nior w ate r 
m anage rs w ill pre se nt e xpe rie nce s and applications and w ill be  supporte d by practical 
im ple m e nte rs such  as consultants. Re se arch e rs and te ch nology provide rs w ill be  active  
and available  for dire ct consultation and e xplanation as w ell as to liste n to q ue stions 
and de m ands to be  re solve d in th e  ne ar future .

For m ore  inform ation about th is confe re nce  ple ase  click  h e re .
or contact:  RTDtoW FD-Confe re nce @ rw s.nl 

• i3S
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W ork sh op on Indicators De ve lopm e nt. An Approach  of th e  Aq uastre ss Proje ct
12th  Nove m be r 2007 - Radisson, Sw itze rland

Th e  W B2 “Ch aracte rization of W ate r Stre ss” w ill organize  a W ork sh op on W ate r Stre ss 
Indicators De velopm e nt. 
Th e  W ork sh op w ill be  h eld in Radisson (Sw itze rland) th e  12th   of Nove m be r 2007. 

Using an inte grate d tool as th e  Aq uastre ss W ate r Stre ss Matrix (AW SM), aim e d to 
com bine s diffe re nt inform ation relate d to w ate r stre ss m anage m e nt, a com posite  inde x 
(Aq uastre ss W ate r Stre ss Inde x – AW SI) w ill be  pre se nte d. 
Som e  guidance  on th e  use  of th ose  tools for both  practitione rs and stak e h olde rs w ill be  
provide d.

Full announce m e nt is available  on th e  Proje ct w e bsite .
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The WB2 ?Characterization of Water Stress? will organize a Workshop on Water Stress Indicators Development. The Workshop will be held in Radisson (Switzerland) the 12th  of November 2007. Using an integrated tool as the Aquastress Water Stress Matrix (AWSM), aimed to combines different information related to water stress management, a composite index (Aquastress Water Stress Index ? AWSI) will be presented. Some guidance on the use of those tools for both practitioners and stakeholders will be provided.

Full announcement is available on the Project website: http://www.aquastress.net/
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