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Halting Desertification in the Júcar River Basin

Preparatory Action on development of prevention activities to halt desertification in Europe 

Valencia, 13 February 2012. Venue: EVREN, C/Conde Altea 1, pta. 3, 46005 Valencia (Spain)
-        Kick-off meeting DRAFT MINUTES       -
	11:30-12:00
	Welcome and introductions (coffee served)
Introduction to the meeting and project by Javier Obartí. Tour de table. 
Participants: 
EVREN: Javier Obartí, Juan Gumbau, Elisa Vargas, Gabriel Gómez
EMWIS: Jauad El Kharraz
JUCAR RIVER BASIN AUTHORITY (CHJ): Teodoro Estrela, Arancha Fidalgo
Brief description of distributed documents: Brussels workshop agenda, contact list, list of stakeholders, list of proposed places to hold stakeholders activity, technical proposal of the Action, documents provided by EMWIS on the works developed on water accounts for Jordan and Tunisia, summary report on ECRINS and SEEAW. 


	12:00-13:00
	Characteristics and introduction to the Action (draft ppt)
Introduction to ECRINS and SEEAW (news on EC workshop, establishment of participation)

Brief presentation of general ideas: Importance of introducing environmental values on economic systems but also the difficulty to economically quantify qualitative values, for instance species values, landscape, etc. Political framework (Blueprint, SEIS; WISE, GMES, INSPIRE; IRWS, Aarhus, GEOSS, EIONET, etc.): how are all these policies gathered and related in the expected works within de SEEAW requirements, and how can we provide information about the interactions between the physical water system and the economy at regional, national and river basin scale.
Description from EMWIS of previous works on water accounts (caste studies: Tunisia, Jordan), collection of quantity data & test of indicators in the framework of the Med Joint Process between the EUWI and the Water Framework Directive through the Mediterranean working groups on water monitoring and the WG on water scarcity and drought, as well as on WFD principles application in the southern Mediterranean countries, such as it has been done in pilot basins: Sebou (Morocco) and Litani (Lebanon). 

CHJ raises the importance of having clear definitions of variables and water bodies for the correct use of the system, as not every concept has always the same meaning in all the countries. (See end section of raised questions)
Main tasks to develop. Expectations from partners and collaborators

Analyze SEAAW and ECRINS requirements and prepare a list of the different considered variables (hydrological, economic, environmental and social) to share with the collaborators from CHJ in order to know data requirements and availability, focusing on time and spatial scale (EVREN).

Identify in SEEAW the use of indicators related to desertification and propose some of them in case they weren´t taken into account (for instance moisture index, UNESCO’s aridity index, population movements and loss, land use sustainability, NDVI, socio-economic vulnerability index, etc.). Analyze information from Spanish SIA (Water Information System) – (EVREN).

Description of the 6 tasks included in the Action, methodology, expected deliverables, and role of each partner. Proposal of making two informative brochures (beginning and end of the Action). To be made by EVREN, but with the agreement/contribution from partners. Tentative contents for the inception report.
Brief debate on the issues that can arise from the exercise: how to “feed” the system, importance of valuing environmental services, Júcar as basin that suffers from all hydrological problems. Probability of focusing the Action on sub-basins or areas that present higher desertification risk. 

Importance on taking into account SIA system (Integrated National Water System) and developed indicators, as well as EUROSTAT works (incl. MEDSTAT). 

(See end section of raised questions)


	13:00-14:00
	Timetable and scheduled meetings. 
Identification of Mediterranean Events:
Proposed options: 
Mediterranean Water Forum (end 2012) organized by IME, which is supposed to gather main water actors at the Mediterranean level (water directors, UfM, EC, EIB, basin agencies, etc). The previous one: http://www.emwis.net/documents/meetings/events/wwf6/med/first-mediterranean-water-forum
WEG (UfM Water Expert Group) meeting: tbc (second half of 2012

EMWIS Steering and/or Coordination Committee (second half of 2012)

European Water Conference, Brussels, 24-25 May 2012: http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/events/2012/05/3rd-european-water-conference

INSPIRE 2012 Conference Istanbul, Turkey 23-27 June: http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/events/2012/06/inspire-conference-2012-sharing-environmental-information-sharing-innovation 
WATMED 6: 6th International Conference on Water Resources in Mediterranean Basin, Sousse (Tunisia)
http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/events/2012/10/6eme-conference-internationale-watmed6-ressources-en-eau-dans-le-bassin
Water Think Tank Mediterranean, Monaco (November 2012): tbc
“IWRM: Role, organization & measurements treatment”, Constantine (Algeria), 22 May 2012

BALWOIS 2012: Firth International Conference BALWOIS 2012 on Water, Climate and Environment; 28/05- 02/06/2012, Ohrid, Republic of Macedonia

http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/events/2012/05/balwois-2012-water-observation-and-information
The International HydroInformatics Conference – HIC 2012: 21-24 June 2012; Hamburg (Germany): http://www.emwis.net/thematicdirs/events/2012/06/international-hydroinformatics-conference-hic
Discussion on the list of stakeholders and location of future events:
Need of adding a few additional stakeholders (agricultural trade unions, NGO Agró, Castilla La Mancha users and water board) and specific contact names. Selection of the “Tancat de la Pipa” (Albufera Lake) for the participative activity. 
Timetable: 

Possibility of changing the meeting for September 3rd to the second week of September. Agreement to move stakeholders’ participation to the meeting on 16th April (to ensure we can transmit developed works and contents from the Action). 



	14:00-15:30
	Lunch 

	15:30-16:00
	AOB. Future steps. Closing of kick-off meeting
Commitments:

· Draft minutes by 14-Feb (EVREN)

· Updated stakeholders list, end February (EVREN).

· Additional information on CHJ for the ppt presentation (demands, problems, drought management plans, overexploitation of aquifers, aridity index map…) 15-Feb (CHJ)

· Additional information (couple of slides) on works developed by EMWIS on water accounts for the ppt presentation 15-Feb (EMWIS): done
· Update on administrative information from EMWIS (Administrative Board). Not urgent: done
· Analysis and summary report of required variables by SEEAW and ECRINS for data collection (EVREN) + Additional information from CHJ to update technical annex (Jucar RBD Features), end February (CHJ + EVREN).

Mediterranean examples for the inception report, end February (EMWIS): to be delivered at the end of February.


	Raised questions
	Concepts/system/models: 

· How definitive is the ECRINS-SEEAW structure?
· In addition to final recommendations will this Action translate into the application of desertification indicators and status follow-up in the River Basin?

· How does this Preparatory Action fit under the Eurostat, EEA and JRC works? And to FAO water stats? Will a link be established with national water information systems? How will it contribute to other initiatives?

· Will the assessment of water use address crop productivity issues?
· Will the ECRINS system incorporate socio-cultural values? How are environmental services estimated in terms of costs (landscape, intrinsic value, biodiversity…)?

· What specific information is required from CHJ (data detail, scale, temporal & spatial resolutions and format)?
· Is the Blueprint hydrological/economic model already developed? What will be the link to these types of desertification actions?
EC/logistics/dissemination:
· Will the EC finance further studies? Could the experience be extended to other Spanish/European basins?
· How will the EC make the follow-up of the Action’s works? Is there a specific methodology we should apply?
· Are there only three Preparatory Actions financed? What is the scope of the Guadiana case and its similarities with the Júcar Action?
· Does the EC agree on publishing information and other cases results in EMWIS web-site? We will start next week publishing information on our project, and if the EC accept to deliver also the information related to the other projects, we will do either in one section of www.emwis.net or by creating an own website for that programme.
· What will be the participation of the EC on video-conferences and other programmed events?
· Will the EC be presenting the Blueprint in the World Water Forum? If yes, will the Preparatory Actions presented? Can we provide a brochure for its dissemination?
· Is the EC including any type of information of the Preparatory Actions on its web-site?
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