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The Euro-Med Partnership 
in the water sector

Euro-Mediterranean conference of the Water Directors
Approval of EMWIS Strategic Plan for 10 years

Rome’05

Euro-Mediterranean conference of the Water Directors
Approval of EMWIS Strategic Plan for Phase II

Madrid’01

Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial conference on local water management
Approval of the Action Plan for the MEDA Water call for proposals
Strengthening of EMWIS

Turin’99

Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on the environment
EMWIS taken into account

Helsinki’97

Euro-Mediterranean conference of the Water DirectorsAthens’06

Euro-Mediterranean conference of the 27 Water General Directors
Approval of EMWIS

Naples’97

Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial conference on water management
EMWIS creation

Marseille’96

Euro-Mediterranean conference  of Foreign Affairs Ministers
Creation of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership

Barcelone’95
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OBJECTIVES OF EMWIS

To create a tool for cooperation between the 
European and Mediterranean countries whose 
aim is to:

Facilitate access to the existing information on know-
how;
Develop the sharing of information to enable anyone 
to make known his activities, his topics of interest …;
Create common products and cooperation 
programmes to  develop available information and to 
promote the collection of the lacking information.

In the water sector
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Organisational structure

Steering Committee

Supervising Board

EMWIS Technical unit core team External experts
Coordination 
Committee 

Yearly meetings

Yearly 

meetings

Quarterly 
meetings

Contractual agreements

EMWIS Steering Committee President

SC President
TU members
- CEDEX - ES
- OIEau - FR
- SOGESID - IT

France
Pascal 

BERTEAUD

Water Directors of 13 
countries

TU members as observers
Presidency: France

Vice-Presidency: Lebanon, 
Morocco

NFP coordinators
Presidency: Algeria

Vice-Presidency: Cyprus

European Economic Interest Group UT-SEMIDE
5 employees, Sophia Antipolis - FR

Members from ES, FR and IT
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Internet

EMWIS USER

International Focal Point
(Technical Unit)
www.emwis.org
www.semide.org

International Focal Point
(Technical Unit)
www.emwis.org
www.semide.org

N.F.P
….

N.F.P
….

N.F.P
www.emwis-es.org
www.semide-es.org

N.F.P
www.emwis-es.org
www.semide-es.org

Information sources
in the country

N.F.P
(National Focal Point)

www.emwis-xx.org
www.semide-xx.org

N.F.P
www.emwis-dz.org
www.semide-dz.org

N.F.P
www.emwis-dz.org
www.semide-dz.org

International information 
sources

(International organizations)

IS     = Information System

International level

National level

Topic level
National or Local

= Remote access of quality
= Local access
= Remote access

LEGEND

ISIS

IS ISISIS

= Functional relation 

IS IS

EMWIS Architecture
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Main EMWIS milestones

Dec. 1997 – Decision of Euro-Med water directors to implement EMWIS
July 1998 – Creation of the EEIG EMWIS TU
July 1999 – EC grant signature for Phase 1
Nov. 1999 – T.U. operational
Nov. 2001 – Phase 2 strategic plan approved by Euro-Med water directors
Dec. 2002 - End of phase 1
Dec. 2003 - EC grant signature for Phase 2 (Dec. 2003 – Nov. 2006)
Nov. 2005 – 10 years strategic plan approved by Euro-Med water directors



7-Unité Technique du SEMIDE / EMWIS Technical Unit 15-Feb-07

Principle of subsidiarity

Investments and running costs of their 
National Focal Point

Countries of the 
Euro-Med 
Partnership

Participation costs of non EU representatives 
to meetings
Technical assistance and training costs
Organization of seminars, conferences and 
meetings
Investments and running costs of the Technical 
Unit
International Focal Point
Specific support to NFP for international 
activities

European 
Commission and 
Technical Unit 
Countries
(contractual budget)
France, Italy and Spain
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European Union: 25 countries
=> 10 NFP created

Mediterranean partners: 10 countries
=> 10 NFP created

The National Focal Points
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EMWIS: Reference Public Service
For sharing and disseminating inland water 

knowledge

Economical
And social

Political

Scientific
and Technical

EMWIS Focal Points 

Diffusion
Knowledge

sharing
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Main benefits for the member 
countries

Facilitating exchange of information and synergy between national 
institutions
Improving access to water stakeholders (« who does what »)
Taking benefits of new information and communication technologies

Supporting the development of a National Water Information System

Exchange of experiences and good practices with other Mediterranean 
countries
Water portal of reference for the country
A node of the Euro-Med system
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Online services provided
« who does what »

Common taxonomy
(multilingual thesaurus)

Clearing house for EU programs and 
initiatives

Regional water projects database

Monthly eNews Flash in 
Arabic, English and 
French

Thematic forums/folders
Ground water, water scarcity
Water glossaries, satellite images, etc.

National portals
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Action Plan 2007-2010
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Global context overview 
Mediterranean Water Information Partnership

P
u
bl
ic

in
f
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r
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at
io
nO1

O2
O3

On

Orga. country 1
O1

O2

O3 On

Orga. country 2
O1 O2

O3 On

Orga. country 3
O1 O2

O3 On

Orga country n

Millenium
Objectives 

(JMP) MSSD 

Others
Internat. org…

Eurostat./ MedstatEU/DGEnv
EEA

Med Euwi
Neighborhood

Policy 
Horizon 2020

…

FAO

EMWIS

International level

UNEP/ MAP
(medpol, ..)
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Long term vision 
Mediterranean Water Information Partnership 

Water information 
user

Water information 
user

NWIS country 
n

Orga xOrga 1

Orga 2

Orga 3

Mediterranean 
Water information

partnership

International and/or 
regional 

organization  x

International and/or 
regional 

organization  x

Regional common 
procedures and common 

technical language 

Regional common 
procedures and common 

technical language 

National common procedures 
and common technical 

language 

National common procedures 
and common technical 

language 

Specific procedures and 
technical language 

Specific procedures and 
technical language 
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Findings on National Water 
Information Systems

All countries are willing 
to establish a NWIS

EMWIS = the visible (public) 
part of the NWIS
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Potential vision of a NWIS

Water related data exchange 
based on a common neutral language and

agreement protocols

Main stakeholders
data /info sources

Basin/regional
water authority

Basin/regional
water authority

Basin/regional
water authority

Ministries Health
Agriculture 

Industrie interior
…

Ministries Health
Agriculture 

Industrie interior
…

Ministries Health
Agriculture 

Industrie interior
…

Institutes meteo
hydrology
Geology

cartography

Institutes meteo
hydrology
Geology

cartography

Regional 
international uses

Basin/regional 
water authority

Statistic offices, 
meteo

hydrology 
Geology 

cartography Others

Ministries 
Environment, 

Health, 
Agriculture 
Industry, …

National 
water 

authority

National 
legislation

Public 
information

Risk 
Prevention

IWRM 
/plan.

Operational 
management

… MDG, MDD, 
Eurostat, PRSP, 

ESCWA, UE, 
SEMIDE, Bilateral 

coop….

MDG, MDD, 
Eurostat, PRSP, 

ESCWA, UE, 
SEMIDE, Bilateral 

coop….

MDG, MDD, 
Eurostat, PRSP, 

ESCWA, UE, 
SEMIDE, Bilateral 

coop….

MDG, MSSD, 
Medstat, ESCWA, 

EU, EMWIS, 
Bilateral co-
operation….Local or 

national uses
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Strategy 2015
Main objectives

Strengthening EMWIS National Focal Points 
in all the Mediterranean Countries

Responding to National strategies

Exploiting synergies with regional programs

Transferring knowledge from EU programs

Avoiding duplication of work

Supporting National Water Information Systems

Creating EMWIS NFP in Libya and Balkan countries

Maintaining quality and up to date information

Opening the system to the civil society

Promoting open standards and protocols

Collaborating with international and regional initiatives

Becoming the reference information media for inland 
water for  the Mediterranean Region and a 
node of a Global Water Information System

Providing a regional  water observatory mechanism based 
on national water information systems

Valorising results from existing initiatives,
projects and programmes

Developing an advisory network of institutional 
decision makers in the water sector

Providing guidance to regional programs
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Building trust and confidence
Between countries and water stakeholders within each country 

is a key part of EMWIS activity

EMWIS reflects a real need and a strong demand of all the partners with an approach 
based on

Transparency
Distributed management reflecting the information ownership
Voluntary participation
Level of access defined by the information owners (confidentiality)
Delivery of official information (validated)

A very powerful tool supporting the implementation of sustainable development 
policies in the field of water management

Giving access to knowledge in the institutional, technical, and know-how fields
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Thank you

For additional information:

www.semide.net - www.emwis.net
Email: info@semide.org

Tel +33 492 942 290 - Fax +33 492 942 295

BP23 06961 Sophia Antipolis - France


